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The outdoor options ﬂiﬂlm from the
popular rooftop grill ﬁmh example; the
patio and movles at Forelgn Cinemn; and the mast
alegant of all — the Terrace at the Ritz-Carlton,
surrounded by the handsome neoclassic building.
And then there's Belden Ploce with Plouf, B4g and
half dozen sther restaurants that have transformed
n service alley into one of the city's hidden delights.
I eould chooae scores of outdoor places cutside
the city, too — the tree-shaded terrace at Vade Vi in
Walnut Creek; the beautiful garden and vissyrard
wiews at Bistro Don Glovannl in Hlpq'lh—l;#ﬂ'
perch at Bay Wolf in Oakland. So ithe

difficulty that I finally settled on the
stellar venues.



EL DORADO
KITCHEN

When the heat hits
the Sonoma Valley, few
things can compare to
sitting on the stone
terrace under the
stately branches of an
ancient fig tree at El
Dorado Kitchen, sur-
rounded by canopies of
lacy wisteria. Located
on the Sonoma Square,
in what used to be
Piatti, Justin Everett
creates a sophisticated
farm-fresh menu, in-
cluding house-made
charcuterie, a warm
artichoke tart and lamb
three ways with a sum-
mer bean cassoulet. At
lunch, you can get
pizza, BLT and a
chopped salad.

405 First St. (at West
Spain), Sonoma; (707)
996-3030. Lunch, din-
ner dally.
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